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April 16, 2020 

Dear CKHS Parents/Guardians and Students, 

I hope this note finds you well.  We are facing the COVID-19 Pandemic together, but recognize that each of us 
face unique situations as we attempt to cope with this new, and hopefully temporary, way of living.  Our 
approach at the Claysburg-Kimmel School District is one of “family-first,” while striving to maintain a system of 
instructional delivery that enables all students to continue to learn, advance one grade level at the end of the 
current school year, and, for our seniors, to graduate on time and prepared for the next phase of life.  

While the school district communicates regularly, through letters from our Superintendent, Mr. McLaurin, social 
media posts, phone calls, e-mails and text messages, now that we know the students will not return to the 
school building for classes this year, the following information will provide an update on some key areas: 

Instruction 

According to our Continuity of Education plan, we are in Phase Two, which means that instruction continues at 
the high school and assignments are graded. The primary method of delivering instruction is through the 
Microsoft Teams app.  Through Teams, teachers and students interact, and course content is provided.  All 
teachers continue to work, and you and your child are encouraged to maintain contact with the teachers.  

Attendance 

Attendance is necessary, and we must account for all students. Our plan outlines that attendance is recorded 
through the submission of assignments.  Teachers are monitoring this, and have been told to contact students 
and/or parents if it appears that students are “absent” and/or not submitting assignments.  We urge you to 
encourage your child(ren) to submit assignments.  We recognize that assignments may not always be complete 
or correct, but that should not prohibit assignments from being submitted.  

Grading 

Third marking period report cards were sent electronically, and are currently available. In this, the fourth 
marking period, we have shifted to a PASS/FAIL grading system.   While teachers continue to record grades in 
the gradebook, at the end of the year students with a grade of 69.5% or better will receive a grade of PASS and 
students with a grade of 69.4% or lower will receive a grade of FAIL.  The final grade for full-year courses will be 
based upon the percentage grades earned for the first three marking periods.  The final grade for second- 
semester courses will be based upon the percentage grades earned for the third marking period.  The grades 
for marking period four (rotation) courses will be marked as PASS/FAIL.  However, the PASS/FAIL grading system 
does not mean that the assignments in marking period four are meaningless. Remember, a foundation is being 
built, and as the students move to the next level they will need to have the content from this year to achieve 
success next year, and in the future.  Additionally, the PASS and FAIL grades can and may be used to help 



 

 

determine final grades, especially in instances where students are “on the fence” grade-wise.  We intend to help 
all students achieve success. 

Item Pick-Up 

The typical end of the school year involves locker clean-out, returning textbooks and iPads, and other related 
activities.  We are establishing a process for students to come into the school building to retrieve their personal 
belongings and return school property.  We must follow Department of Education and Health Department 
guidelines, and will create a system that allows for social distancing and student well-being.  Students and 
parents will receive specific information on item pick-up in the coming weeks.   

Traditional End-of-Year Activities 

All field trips, concerts, the Honors Banquet, the Curve game for the seniors, the senior picnic, and other school-
related activities and events were canceled.   We recognize that these are some of the most memorable and 
cherished events of the school year, but we must follow the directives and guidance of the Department of 
Education as well as the state and federal governments.   Specific to the Honors Banquet, recognition will occur, 
and students that earned the “honors” distinction will receive notification later this year.  

Class Dues 

Class dues will be refunded, either in full or in part.  Details are being finalized and more information will be 
forthcoming.  Students who have not paid dues in full or in part do not have to send payment at this time.  

Prom 

We made the difficult decision to cancel the Prom for this year.  While we considered moving the date, with the 
recent total closure of schools and the ongoing and ever-changing safety/health precautions, we believe it was 
best to cancel the event.  If such time comes, between the end of the school year and the beginning of the next 
school year, when a Prom or formal dance becomes a possibility, we will consider doing so.  

Commencement 

We are aware of the importance of Commencement for both the graduating student and the parents and other 
family members.  Some events are once-in-a-lifetime. Graduation from high school is one of them, and we will 
make sure our students have a Commencement.  The ceremony will likely be different this year.  The advice that 
has been given to school districts is to begin planning for “virtual graduation.” Indeed, many colleges and 
universities are switching to this format, and are having success with it.  Our efforts at this time are to plan a 
virtual graduation, and the details will be finalized soon. Caps and gowns have arrived, we have contacted our 
school photographer, and we have established a student advisory group to help make this event a special one.   
We are maintaining May 31, 2020, as our Commencement date, and if something changes and we are permitted 
to bring students and/or families into the auditorium for a traditional ceremony, we will do so.  Finally, we are 
also considering other ways to honor our seniors.  CKHS graduates are “Bulldogs for life,” and we want the 
members of the Class of 2020 to have fond memories of the final events of their high school experience. 

PIAA/Athletics 

On April 9, 2020, the PIAA declared that all Winter Championships and spring sports are canceled.  The PIAA is 
hopeful that summer activities may begin on July 1.  Until then, there will be no gathering of student-athletes 
and coaches in any organized or school-sanctioned manner.  All athletic facilities, including the gymnasiums, 



 

 

ball fields, and outdoor basketball courts are closed and off-limits.  More information related to the PIAA and 
sports may be found at www.piaa.org  

Scheduling- for 2020-2021  

Fortunately, students already selected their courses for next year.  The school counseling office is now working 
with that information, and our goal is to have draft copies of the student schedules complete by the end of the 
school year. If there are questions about scheduling, please contact the school counseling office at 814-239-
0308. 

Transcript Requests, College Applications, etc.  

Transcript requests, college applications, and other related documents continue to be processed.  
Students/Parents can contact Ms. Hinkledire by calling 814-239-0308 or by sending an e-mail to 
khinkledire@cksdbulldogs.com. School personnel are not always in the school building and, accordingly, the 
processing time will be a bit longer than usual. Every effort will be made to do so in an expeditious manner.  

Scholarship Applications 

The local scholarship applications will still be processed, and our scholarship committee will meet to discuss 
them.  Students and parents who have questions about the scholarship application process should contact Ms. 
Hinkledire.  

SAT Exams 

The College Board canceled the May 2, 2020, and June 6, 2020, SAT administration. Updated information 
regarding testing changes, including new administration dates may be found by visiting www.collegeboard.com 

Dual Enrollment Courses 

Fortunately, the colleges and universities that we partner with are supportive of the ongoing changes in 
schooling for high school students.  Please note that while we as a school district have switched to PASS/FAIL 
for the fourth marking period, the colleges and universities may not have done so.  In some instances, 
percentage grades will need to be reported by the Claysburg-Kimmel teachers. We urge our dual enrollment 
students to continue to put forth “college-level” effort in their courses, and to remember that once a course is 
complete, they will have a college transcript from every institution where they completed dual enrollment 
courses.  These transcripts may be used on future college applications, job applications, and resumes, so the 
grades reflected on the transcripts continue to be very important.  

Cafeteria Accounts 

Seniors will have the option of receiving a refund of the money in their account or donating it to our fund for 
needy families.  

Work Permits 

Some businesses are still hiring, and our students are seeking part-time work.  Students who are being hired for 
a job and need a work permit should contact me via e-mail. A copy of their birth certificate and a parent 
signature on the work permit application are needed.  Applications can only be accessed in the main office of 
the high school, so when you contact me, I will schedule a time to complete this task.  A two-week processing 
time will likely be in place for work permits.  

http://www.piaa.org/
mailto:khinkledire@cksdbulldogs.com
http://www.collegeboard.com/


 

 

 

Sometimes it is impossible to think of every situation a parent/student may have a concern about. We hope that 
the information above addresses the most pressing ones.  We always welcome your questions, concerns, and 
comments.  Please feel free to contact us as we move toward the end of this school year.  

Be Safe. Be Well. 

Stephen P. Puskar 

Stephen P Puskar 
High School Principal 


